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Fux {015 631-0485

February 10, 1995

Mr. J. Andrew Godderd .
Chairman, Saad Site Executive Committee
Bess, Berry & Sims

2700 First American Center

Nashville, TN 37238

Subject: Saad Trousdale Drive Site

Dear Drew:

Besed on our conversation, review of Fred Stroud’s letter to you of January 21, 1995 and relevant
site cata, 1 have prepared the following to rebut the technicel points presented by EPA to support 2
sixth removal action at this site. Mr. Stroud cited four besic points to support requesting yct another
removal action in his January 21, 1995 ictter. These are summarized below, with 2 response
foBowing in itzlics to each. Following these I have provided some background technical information
to 2ddress EPA positions presented at our meeting of January 26, 1995 and to the court in the
petition for access:

Mr. Stroud’s point: The material is hazardous by charactenstic (failed TCLP for the TCE)
and is in contact with the groundwater.

Response: This first point suggests tha! somehow the disposal characterization dzic jfor
materials excavaied end removed jor ofj-site disposal present @ new Jinding relasive 10
current grounaweter conditions. The enalytical testing perjormed (TCLP) is jor disposal
characterizanion and is not w:sed for nance and extent determingzions nor any associaied risk
evahuation. The iest uses an eggressive leaching solution (acetic acid ai pH of 4.93 or 2.86)
1o sirulate leachate from municipal solid waste landfills. Txis 1est is no! represeniative 6f
risk, particularly with respect 1o conclusions that the site poses an imrainent and substantial
endangerment. Not all the TCLP results exhibited the disposal characteristic for TCE. Oniy
thase in the small area previously idenified as containing the highest conceniraiion deiected
a! the Site of TCE ct 3300 mg/ig were shown 10 be characieristically hazaraous and these
maierials were removed.  These data provide no new informarion. One would expect

xceedance of the 0.5 mg/l TCLP standard jor TCE siarting with o bulk anclysis
concentration of 3300 mg'kg. It should clso be notec that, at the OSC's cirection, no
anzlytical daia were collectec on the 1000 cubic yards of matericl removed by A lcoa. Tris
maierial was just cesuned (o be characieristicaliy hazardous for disposal. A review of past
dzig indicates ikot this matericl likely wes not charcereristically hazardous. Tris daia
presented by EPA represcnis only @ small subse! of 1he aveilable sitc dzta. To exrapolcie
10 the enire site from disposal characierizaiion dzta on material removed is technicaliy
ursound end inaopropriate.
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Mr. Stroud’s point: The material contzins toluene, »ylene, vinyl chlonde s well es other
hazardous substznces.

Response: T presence of hazardous subsiances ai this site has beer knowr for well over
a decade. Certzinly, the presence of hazarcdous substances in anc of itsclf doces not warrans
Jwrther removal, especially in light of the extremc time period of knowledge, the associaled
levels of the constituents, and the subsiential resporsc actions tha! have been performed 10
date. For example, the ki Chest conceniration of toluenc defected at the site in the past 5
years (over 55 samples) was 5200 mg/g, compared fo an industrial Risk Bascd
Concentration (RBC) for direct exposure (RBC-Region 11) of 200,000 mg/kg and this erea
was removed. 1he highest concentratior of xyvienc derected was 1000 mg/kg (compared 10
an RBC of 1,000,000 mg/kg), and this area wes also removed.

In eveluating available site soils daa for total volatile organic compounds (VOCS'), the
highest detected site conceriration of 11,000 mg/kg was from an arec of the site that was
subsequentiy removed, as wes the sccond highest, third highest, fourth highest and so on.
infact, the areaswhere 19 of the highes! 20 concentrations were detccied, were subsequently
removed. The 21st highest total VOC concentration was 53 mg/kg.

Mr. Stroud’s poinz: The groundwaicr at the site is “potentizl ¢rinking waier” anc reguires
protection.

Respornse: To my lnowledgs, no groeunawcicr rcccp'o rs have been identified  Tne
grounawater ot 1he Site s no! us for driniang weter end it is vnreasonadle 10 assume thai
irwill be. There are no dats provided 10 dermonsirate arpy possibiliny trat 1his waier al inc
Site moy be used cs drinkdng woier, oF oinerwise impact @ recaplor, in any reasonzble lime

Jrame. The cucstion ther is, cre the concerns 1o be addressed reizied to acrug! risk 10

IZ.JT‘.(ITI healik or the em ?'O"IT‘CF: or 1o some 72.’.':.'/'(? ’7‘0'6’/’145] risk based on some

y
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mypothenical scenario. Jf thxe latter, thon this ppe of risk recuciion cvaluaiion is properiy

pmormed and adiressed in the remedis! recin.

The new excovarion pit waicr éaio procuced by EPA end cired as refleciive of grounawater,
is ingopropriate and is in no waoy represenialive of local groundweter congitions. The LPA

would never aiion us 10 usc such dzic in such ¢ manner.

s~ et [Tl .- N
NVIIDS, NCRIOTOANTTS, LMONT 0TS,

B
9
H
0
3
v
?
Y
7
O
3!
to
4
i
n
i\f
P
.
o
L
i3
3
l'
(

(2]



Ce moximis

Ne T Asdrew Godderd g ‘
Februery 10, 1995 AR
Page 3 of 3

p—

4. Mr. Stroud's point: The prefiminary resulzs of the EPA’s dye trace substantiates previous
studies indicating thet the contaminzted weier from the Site is migraung and poscs an
imminent end substential endangerment to buman heealth and the environment,

Resporse: The dyc trace stugy resulis arc noied by Mr. Stroud as preliminary. We ogree
in principle; however, our review indicates significent technical concerns with the a'a:
conclusions and the QA/QC procecures viilized. For example, the dewatering pumping
being performed in the viciniy will have clicred natural groundwaier poicnriomeiric
suaces. In onc instance a positive race wes concluded based on o single deiection. 11 is
our opinion that, at this point, the preliminzy dve trace results serve only fo mudZy the
waicrs (so 1o speak) and 10 increase speculciior.

Furthermore, if the dye trace preliminay reszlis are correct end water from Saad is moving
west onto CSX Rodnor yards, then EPA's past (early and middle 1980's) groumawater daia
showing contaminants of-siic in other directions present even more guestions 1ha! should
be eddressed on ¢ regions! basis in ¢ remedial program.

To use the conclusiors of this status report, identified by Mr. Stroud es preliminay, as
support jor additional removal action jor soiis that could result in the expendisure of severcl
miliion dollars, is misguides and 1echricclly inoopropriate. EP4 would seeri 10 agrcc Sesed
on our undersianding 1521 ZPA I's now :).'am*.'r:g 10 underiake expansion of the study using
diiferent methods and dyes, end exiension o] tre stucy for some undeicrmined time jrome.

i

-

In oy case, even if the dve trace resulis from 1he siic were correct, the migretion o water
Jrom the Soad Site would be 10 the wee onto e CSX Rednor Yords, ¢ kighly ceveloped and
Large industrial jacili will: known subsuricce and groundwater corismiration, which is

1

currentiy under ¢ remediciion progrom reguisted by inie Siate of Tennessce. Obdviousiy,
previeus studies poirting 10 k,ro,, Soring as the iy recepior are no: subsianiialed beesusc
1nis is to the Sovineas: of the Site.

v

Inie complexizy descrided above ans the jusiicotion for @ reason:zd coprocch is ciecr!
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Gomoncirated by U progress of the Cur race suly, whIch mas been On-going jor move Ihen
6 moains liis o underzonding ther EPA s now planning 1o expand and cxiend ihis siudy
Jom & leest G monins, i rot lonzer. Solelv ihe scooe and curction of such o imvesigation

dizizies that jit is more gopronnicicly concuctad in conivnerion witk @ well planncd remediz
Investigaiion.
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did EPA suggest this was of concern until afier our five removal efforts had been completed. 1
strongly believe that additional removel actions serve only to delay the obvious progression of the
work (0 evaluate and address groundwater as appropriate. To further illustrate this, I provide the
following points:

. In the five removal actions conducted on this site, the following have been removed:

- 144,700 pounds of characteristically hazardous waste for incineration;

- dismantling of 4 above ground tanks and two sumps for scrap/recycling;

- excavaton of an underground oil water separetor system and dismantling for
scrap/recycling;

- 152,800 gallons of non-hazardous liquid;

- 72 drums of characteristically hazardous waste, including 29 drums removed
from the subsurface;

- 139 drums of non-hazardous weste;

- 168 cubic yards of non-hazardous surface debris;

- 1,750,000 pounds (approximately) of non-hazardous soil and debnis; and

- 4,850,000 pounds {approximately) of characteristicelly hazardous soil and
debnis (approxdmately 3,000,000 pounds of which was disposed without
analytica! data).

g Having beea involved with the negotiztions with EPA relative to the 1984 AOC, the
ectivities that were implemented, based on my understanding, were to be the final
action under the removal program, provided that nothing remarkable was discovered
that was inconsistent with what was previously known about the site. These latest
removal activites, including EPA’s or-going dye wace study, have provided no new
relizble data or information inconsisient with what wes previously known about the
sie. To the contrary, the data and information collected are entirely consistent with
what was previously known ebout the site.

. The surounding 2rea is beavily industrizlized and contains 2 number of other actual
o potesual sources which are or may be contributing the same contstituants to local
groundweter contarinzation. The impact of the proposed Szad Site work relaiive to
regione! or area bzckground contzmination is unkmown. Therefore, to be in
conformance with standard RUFS procedures, background issues shoulc be addressed
to ensure consistency of remedial response in the area for 2ll potential source areas,
not singling out the Saad Site unrcasonzbly.

e The extensive excavations suggested by Mr. Stoud may result in en zirbome pathway
for contaminants viz soll-to-air volatization thz! could pose sigmficent nsks to
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workers at neighboring businesses. This type of potentiel exposure would be
sddressed in an RUFS, specifically the FS.
> From an imminent and subsiantial endengerment standpoint, I would be more

concerned about the physical dangers ffom casuzl trespass posed by the excavation
et the site which remains open and full of water, especizlly if I were the property
owner.

g I do not believe that Mr. Stroud’s high estimate for potential costs of §1.5MM
accurelely reflects the potentia) costs. Considering the difficulties in excavating,
stockpiling, segregating, ctc. and factoring in potential pretreatment requirements for
disposal based on the December 19, 1994 land disposal restnctions, and the possibility
of EPA cxcavating below 12 feet (approximately 20 to 22 feet to bedrock), the range
of possible costs to implement this action is more likely S1.5MM to SSMM.

In summary, it is my opinion that a decision to pursue z2dditiona] removal activities at this site and
1ncur the premium expense under the pretense of 2 public health or eavironmenta! emergency is
arbitrary and inconsistent with the facts and data curreatly 2veilable. It is time to 2llow this project
to evolve to the next logical step in the normal progression of environmental work, that is to0 2
caleuiated and less time-sensitive RI/FS that can address the complex and rezonal issues idendiies.

Sincerely,
de modmis, ine.

/
T2l el

Bennie L. Underwood
Project Coordinator
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